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The Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) recognizes that there are many reasons to support the 
use of alternative fuel vehicles and specifically chose to use flex fuel vehicles that can be fueled 
using E85, a fuel that is 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline, or with gasoline when E85 is 
not available. ORNL’s decision to use flex fuel vehicles that use E85 supports the greening of the 
ORNL fleet as required by the Energy Policy Act of 1992, Executive Order 13149, and DOE 
Order 450.1.  E85 is also a bio-fuel made from plant-based materials such as corn, grains, and 
wood chips, and is a renewable resource. Because the ethanol is made from materials grown in the 
United States of America, using E85 supports local farmers, strengthens the United States’ bio-
energy industry, and reduces the nation’s dependence on foreign oil. Additionally, E85-powered 
vehicles, when compared to gasoline-powered vehicles, have overall reduced tail pipe emissions 
(carbon monoxide, ozone-forming compounds, nitrogen oxides, sulfates, and particulates).

When traveling off site, UT-Battelle, LLC 
personnel can also use E85 in ORNL’s flex 
fuel vehicles in many areas of the nation.  The 
National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition’s home 
page (http://www.e85fuel.com/buy_e85.htm) 
provides a list of the locations of E85 fuel 
stations nationwide.  The website also 
contains other useful links and resources.

Consequently, this ORNL alternative fuel 
initiative has resulted in the following:

• ORNL has 91 flex fuel vehicles in its fleet 
and an on-site 8,000-gallon E85 fuel tank. 

• In fiscal year (FY) 2005, 65 percent of 
vehicles procured were flex fuel vehicles. 
(The only time a flex fuel vehicle is not 
purchased to replace an older vehicle is if a 
flex fuel vehicle is not an option.) 

• During FY 2005, ORNL used 35,861 
gallons of E85 in its fleet on site, which is 
more than 2004 (27,394 gallons) and 
resulted in reduced tail pipe emissions.

Flex Fuel Vehicle at the E85 Pump

Flex Fuel Vehicle and E85 Fuel Tank



Carpool Homepage (http://home.ornl.gov/~fli/)

Recent Article on Bicycling/Walking Lane Added to Bethel Valley Road 
(http://www.ornl.gov/info/reporter/no68/july05.pdf)


